Student comments on learning aids from interviews

36 students randomly selected from the BSc module were interviewed in Week 5 of the semester. During the interviews, students were shown screen shots from the some of the learning aids from a previous week. They were asked if they had used them, and what they thought about them. Here is a selection of comments made by students.

Text-based learning aid on ‘Basic repetition in Java’
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Quuiz @) test your understanding

Starting with line 1, click on the buttons below to construct five lines of
code which use a while loop to make the horse object move across
the screen, from 50, to 150 and stop.

fund

T T
El 150
horse .setPosition(50) 1
while (position of horse < 150) { | |position of norse += 257
horse stop(1;] | horse.setPosition (position_of horae) ;)
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Student comments

“How did you use the learning aid?”

If stuck - use. Skip between book and learning aids. Use what I need.

Because done C++ copy the code out. Maybe refer to if need them. Explanations and sample code very good. Use them from home as well.

Read twice. Helped to do exercise.

Skim through it. Done programming before. Didn't need to use. Usually print out and go through at my leisure.

“How useful did you find it?”

Useful. Lots of hints.

Useful. Used it for the program.

Useful - but need practice as well.

Useful. Very good as a summary, then I read the text book.

Useful - could be improved - more visual images - more guidance on what to do.

Quite useful. When missed lectures, the learning aids show me where I'm going.

“Do you find it attractive?”

Yes. Easy to read and functional.

Clear, but not want to constantly read.

Would like larger type. Like colours.

Yes. Key words highlighted and illustrated. Easy to use and understand.

Simple. Good spacing. Like colour coding. Broken down into sections.

“Generally how useful do you find this type of learning aid?”

Good - better than reading a big book. Better on the eye.

Useful - fine if you understand it. Want more detailed examples.

Not useful - would prefer more teaching.

Very useful - use a lot.

Handy - can get them from home.

Very useful - particularly when not in class. Because they're online I can look at from home.

Multimedia learning aid on ‘While loops’
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Computers are often used to perform the same task over and over
again. For example, a meny of choices might be displayed,
terminating only when the user chooses “exit’. This is called an
indefinte loop and is writen in Tava as an while statement. How is
the while statement coded in Tava?

Example code

‘This i the code needed to present amems and process the user's
choice, repeated unil ‘exit” is chosen:

while ( choice != EXIT | {
offerMenul);
choice = getResponse ()

) // end while

Explanation
In Java a while statement has three components
Partl

‘The condifion to be tested is a boolzan expression and must be
placed i the round brackets

while [ boolean expression | {
1 1
keyword condition

“This line first states the condition, in this example choice = EXIT.
1t then opens the loop part of the statement using the curly brace ¢

Part2

‘The section inside the curly brackets (), is the loop part, executed
when the condifion evaluates fo frue.

offermenul);

choice = getRespanse(];

1

loop part

Pat3 Run animated
explanation of while

‘The fourth line, the second curly bracket }, i the end ofthe loop 2222
part, and control returns to the first line

o e
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10 solve problems in
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ie.

We want to hammer a
nailinto a piece of

wood So we follow the
foutine:

while (the nail is not
flush) hit the nail
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Student comments

“What did you think about this learning aid?”

Prefer to text - shows you how the code works. More appealing.

Very helpful. Interesting. Easy to understand.

OK - animation helps a lot.

Good - you can see the code - shows you what's going on when you press run. Interactive.

Shows what hammer does but would like to see the program behind it.

Good - shows step by step the program. Animations help a lot.

Really liked. Shows what code does. Really useful.

“Did it help you to learn about while loops?”

Yes because I was stuck before.

Yes - already familiar with while loops but helpful.

Yes. Explains things well plus is step by step.

Yes - made me understand it.

Yes. Good revision.

Book helped, but the LA did explain. Could see the loop.

“Do you find it attractive?”

Yes. More helpful than the writing - makes things happen.

Don't turn me on, but better than text.

Highlighted well. Good use of colour. Easier to read.

Very nice. Helpful. Easy to understand.

Like graphics. Like being able to see what happens.

Like. Simple. Window not too big. Examples not too complex.

“Generally do you find the animated learning aids useful?”

Useful. Helps you to understand. More detailed info. is helpful.

Yes - can see the results of the code.

Real examples you can manipulate.

Useful. Shows what code is actually doing.

The Quiz from the While loops learning aid
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WHILE LOOP SUBMARINE ANIMATION
Look at the code on

sub.setPosition(100); the left
while (subPosition < 300)
{ auposition 1o 50: What do you think will
N ’ happen when the code

sub. setP is executed?

sition(subPosition);
}

sub.sail(); Run the code to see

what happens.

Run code O
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Student comments

Good  helps you memorise what to put in the code

Don't do them. Don't like them.

Know how much you have understood.

Don't remember seeing them

If I saw one I would probably do it - to make sure I knew it

OK - some are helpful

Not seen or used

Can be helpful if you go through them.

Didn't like. Waste of time. Preferred to look at the code. Quizzes are the worst thing in it.

OK - helps you to look closely at the syntax of the code to get the right order

OK - not hard or complex enough

Good - reconfirms you know what you're doing

Very useful.

Like. Make sure you're learning. Self test.

Helpful. I always do them.

Good. Can test what you need to do. Gives you a chance to get it right. Helps to do program.

No reason for not doing. Focus on weekly exercises.

Good for students with no experience and also for refreshing. Would use as a refresher for a new area.










